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Please include your full name, credentials, degrees and information about your position and place of

employment. Please send a copy of your CV along with this completed form.

For over 30 years, Melissa M. Nelson, Ed.D., has worked in the space where K-12 education, mental health
services, and legal system sectors intersect. She served in various roles in K-12 including elementary and special
education teacher, and elementary and secondary administrator. Prior to her work in education, Melissa was a
mental health clinician, counselor, and advocate in various settings, including WPIC’s Emergency Room, The Center
for Victims of Violent Crime, and Allegheny County Emergency Services Mobile Crisis Unit. She currently serves as
a K-12 Schools SME for the Southwestern PA Threat Assessment Hub, a grant-based program supported by UPMC,
PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and US Department of Homeland Security. Additionally, she serves as a
K-12 SME for rsm Consulting/Sigma7 Risk Management Company.

Dr. Tarin Santamaria is a Pediatric Psychologists, as well as a School Psychologist. She obtained her BA in
Psychology at WVU. She obtained her MS in Child Psychology and Doctor of Psychology in School Psychology from
Duquesne University. Along with owning a private practice in Pittsburgh, PA, Dr. Santamaria is the Psychologist at
the Down Syndrome Center of Western Pennsylvania at UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. In her Down
Syndrome Center clinic, she focuses on evaluating and treating challenging behaviors and emotional, social, and
adaptive needs. She works with transition age youth and young adults regarding hygiene, sexual development,
boundaries, and relationship building. Given Dr. Santamaria’s experience as a School Psychologist, she assists
families with navigation of the special education system and provides consultation regarding needs in the
educational environment.

Erin Kelly is a parent expert

Name and Narrative Description of your Presentation
Please determine if it is introductory, intermediate, or advanced.

Title: Navigating the Educational System: Professional and Family Perspectives

Description: This workshop will introduce a panel of clinicians and parents of children with disabilities who will
share personal and professional insights focused on opportunities to collaborate across the many systems that
affect the life of a child with disabilities. The panel conversation, facilitated by a former school administrator, will
highlight multiple perspectives across systems and families, provide no-cost resources, and include audience
participation.

[ntroductory

hree (3) learning objectives
By the completion of this session, participants should be able to:

Objectives:

At the completion of this session, participants should be able to:
1. Gain perspective on how to advocate for their child across educational, medical, and clinical systems.
2. Describe opportunities to collaborate with educators, healthcare providers, and clinicians to support a
team-based approach of care for their child.
3. identify evidence-based resources which outline systems- level legal, educational, and clinical best
practices for children with disabilities.
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